From Zero to Freelance

The Complete Video Editing Roadmap

Learn - Build - Land Clients

A step-by-step guide for aspiring freelance video editors

freelanceeocommunity.com

This roadmap takes you from zero editing experience to your first paying video editing client — structured,
practical, and built for the real freelance market. Each section covers exactly one thing. Work through them in
order.

SECTION

il Understand the Craft — Video Editing Fundamentals

Great video editing is invisible — the viewer is immersed in the story, not distracted by the cuts. Before you open
any software, understand what editing is actually doing: it controls pace, emotion, clarity, and attention. These
fundamentals apply across every format — YouTube, Reels, ads, documentaries.

CORE CONCEPTS EVERY EDITOR MUST UNDERSTAND
m The cut — why you cut, when you cut, and what each cut communicates emotionally

m Pacing — matching edit rhythm to the energy of the content (fast for hype, slow for drama)

m Colour grading vs colour correction — correction fixes problems; grading creates a mood

m Audio design — 80% of a viewer's emotional experience comes from sound. Learn music, SFX, and mixing

m Visual hierarchy in motion — text, graphics, and b-roll layering that guides the eye

m Storytelling structure — hook, build, payoff. Applies to a 30-second Reel and a 20-minute documentary
equally

m Export and delivery — understanding codecs, aspect ratios, and platform specs (YouTube, Instagram,
LinkedIn, TikTok)



YOUTUBE CHANNELS TO LEARN VIDEO EDITING (FREE)
m Justin Odisho — Premiere Pro and After Effects tutorials, extremely beginner-friendly

m Casey Faris — DaVinci Resolve, colour grading, practical editing techniques

Film Riot — filmmaking, VFX, editing theory — great for cinematic style

m Peter McKinnon — storytelling, pacing, editing for YouTube — highly watchable
m Premiere Gal — Adobe Premiere Pro workflows, templates, motion graphics

m Cinecom.net — creative effects, After Effects, editing experiments

m Editing Corp — short-form content editing, Reels and TikTok workflows

m Sherif Saad — DaVinci Resolve colour grading deep dives

FREE READING AND REFERENCE RESOURCES

- No Film School (nofilmschool.com) — editing theory, gear, technique articles

- Motionarray Blog (motionarray.com/blog) — Premiere Pro and After Effects guides

- DaVinci Resolve Manual (blackmagicdesign.com) — free official PDF, surprisingly readable
- RocketStock Blog (rocketstock.com) — colour grading, motion graphics fundamentals

Watch films and YouTube videos with your editor's eye ON. Pause on cuts. Ask: why did they cut here? What does
the music do to the emotion? Re-editing scenes you love in your head is one of the fastest ways to develop taste.

SECTION

- Learn the Tools — Software You Actually Need

Pick one editing software and go deep before touching anything else. Switching between tools constantly is the
single biggest time-waster for beginner editors. Here's what's worth learning and when.

RECOMMENDED SOFTWARE BY USE CASE

DaVinci Resolve Best FREE option. Professional colour grading, full editing suiterdedBesplstusiadio: ~$295 one-time)
Adobe Premiere Pro Most in-demand for agency/corporate clients. YouTube creatorfRsdb,65@&¢rmbotmtg@reative Cloud)
CapCut (desktop/mobile) Short-form content: Reels, TikTok, Shorts. Auto-captions, trenéireg templates.

After Effects Motion graphics, titles, visual effects. Use alongside Premiere lociResolve Adobe CC

Final Cut Pro Mac only. Fast, powerful. Preferred by many YouTube creatorRsnd,@g@mciesime (Mac)

iMovie Mac/iPhone. Perfect for absolute beginners to learn cuts and tinéeg(Apple)

RECOMMENDED LEARNING PATH BY WEEK

1-2 DaVinci Resolve basics Cut and export your first 60-second video from raw footage

3-4 Colour correction Correct exposure and white balance on 5 different clips

5-6 Audio mixing Add music, reduce background noise, balance dialogue and SFX
7-8 Text and motion graphics Add animated titles, lower thirds, and captions to a video

9-10 Colour grading Apply a cinematic look/LUT to a short clip and match shots

11-12 Short-form editing Edit a 30-60 second Reel or YouTube Short with cuts, music, captions



13-16 Full project Edit a 3-5 minute YouTube-style video end to end from raw footage

Find free raw footage to practice on: Pexels (pexels.com/videos), Pixabay (pixabay.com), and Coverr (coverr.co) all
have free stock video. Or offer to film and edit something for a friend for free — real footage teaches faster than
stock.



SECTION

- Daily Practice & Portfolio — Proof You Can Deliver

Video editing is a craft skill — it only improves through repetition. The editors who get hired fast are the ones who
edited something every single day for 90 days straight. Your portfolio is built in that process.

THE DAILY EDITING DRILL (FIRST 60 DAYS)
m Edit one clip every day — even if it's just a 20-second Reel or a 1-minute talking head
m Focus on ONE skill per session: one day pacing, next day colour, next day captions
m Re-edit a video you've seen online and try to match or improve it — reverse engineering builds skills fast
m Post your edits publicly — YouTube (unlisted or public), Instagram Reels, LinkedIn

m Share your edit with a peer or online community and ask: "What would make this better?'

WHAT TO INCLUDE IN YOUR PORTFOLIO (BEGINNER)
m 2-3 short-form edits — 30-90 second Reels or Shorts showing fast-paced cutting and captions

1 long-form YouTube edit — a 3—7 minute talking-head or vlog-style video

m 1 colour graded piece — a cinematic short or travel montage showing your colour work

1 ad or promo edit — a 15-30 second product or brand video (mock briefs are fine)

1 podcast/interview edit — jump cuts, b-roll, text overlays — huge demand right now

Before/after clips — show the raw footage vs your final edit side by side

WHERE TO HOST AND SHARE YOUR PORTFOLIO

- YouTube (youtube.com) — create a channel and upload all portfolio pieces. Most professional proof
- Vimeo (vimeo.com) — cleaner, ad-free player. Great for sending to clients

- Contra (contra.com) — freelance portfolio + marketplace, zero commission

- Behance (behance.net) — embed video links with project descriptions

- Google Drive / Notion — shareable portfolio page with video links and project briefs

Always write a short project brief next to each portfolio piece: What was the goal? Who was the audience? What style
did you go for and why? This shows clients you think strategically, not just technically.

COMMUNITIES FOR FEEDBACK AND GROWTH
m r/VideoEditing on Reddit — active critique and help threads

m Editors Lounge (Discord) — professional video editors sharing work
m Freelanceo Community (freelanceeocommunity.com) — GenZ freelancer support across all skills
m Peter McKinnon's Discord — YouTube creator and editing community

m Facebook Group: Video Editing — Professionals & Beginners

SECTION

o Build Your LinkedIn Presence — Where the Clients Are

Most video editors look for work on Instagram or YouTube — which means LinkedIn is wide open. The founders,
marketers, and content teams who have editing budgets are on LinkedIn. A strong presence here separates you
from 95% of editors.

PROFILE SETUP CHECKLIST



m Headline: 'Video Editor for Founders & Content Creators | Reels - YouTube - Brand Videos - Ads'

m Banner: A still from your best edit, or a clean text banner listing your services

m Featured section: Embed your YouTube portfolio link or Vimeo showreel — this is your #1 conversion asset
m About: 3—4 lines. The types of videos you edit, who you edit for, what results clients get

m Experience: 'Freelance Video Editor — [Your Name / Brand]' from Day 1

m Skills: Add 'Video Editing', 'Adobe Premiere Pro', '‘DaVinci Resolve', 'Short-Form Content', 'YouTube'

WHAT TO POST ON LINKEDIN
Before/after edit comparisons — raw clip vs finished. Highest performing content type for editors

Behind-the-scenes of your edit — a screenshot of your timeline with a caption explaining your choices

Tips for content creators — 'The 3 editing mistakes killing your Reels reach’

Your process — how you approach a new brief, how you find music, how you colour grade

Client results — 'This video hit 200K views. Here's what we did differently’

m Niche education — explain hooks, pacing, caption styles for non-editors (founders love this)

Native video uploads on LinkedIn get 5x more reach than external links. Upload a short clip of your edit directly to
LinkedIn rather than linking to YouTube. Even a 15-second teaser with a 'full video in comments' drives massive
engagement.

POSTING SCHEDULE FOR FIRST 60 DAYS

Content type Platform

3-4x / week Edit clips, tips, process posts LinkedIn (primary)
Daily Reels or Shorts from your daily drill Instagram / YouTube Shorts
Weekly Full portfolio piece or case study YouTube + Behance

As needed Testimonials and client results LinkedIn Featured section



SECTION

i Outreach — How to Find and Approach Your First Clients

Video editing has one of the highest demand gaps in freelancing right now. Every founder, coach, podcaster, and
brand needs video — but finding a reliable, good editor is hard. Position yourself as that person.

WHO TO TARGET AS A BEGINNER VIDEO EDITOR
m LinkedIn content creators and founders — posting talking-head videos that need better editing
m Podcasters moving to video — YouTube podcasts are exploding; editors are in huge demand

m Coaches and course creators — need course modules, promos, and social clips edited regularly

Small brands and startups — need product videos, Instagram ads, and company culture content

Real estate agents — property walkthrough videos, drone footage edits, social content
m YouTubers at 1IK-50K subscribers — growing fast but can't edit themselves anymore
m Event organisers and speakers — highlight reels, recap videos, speaker cuts
FREE TOOLS TO FIND AND SCRAPE LEADS
- Apollo.io (apollo.io) — free tier: 50 verified emails/month. Search by job title, industry, company size
— Hunter.io (hunter.io) — find emails by company domain. 25 free searches/month
- PhantomBuster (phantombuster.com) — scrape LinkedIn profiles and export to CSV
- LinkedIn search (free) — search 'Podcaster’, 'Course Creator', ‘Content Creator’, filter by location

- YouTube search — find growing channels in your niche, contact via their About page email
— Skrapp.io — LinkedIn email finder with a free tier

DM TEMPLATE STRUCTURE (LINKEDIN)
Hi [Name],
I've been watching your [videos / content] — the one on [specific topic] was really well done.

I noticed your editing could be taken up a notch — tighter cuts, better pacing, and captions could significantly
increase your watch time and reach.

I'm a video editor who specialises in [YouTube / Reels / talking-head content]. I'd love to re-edit one of your existing
videos for free — just to show you what's possible.

Worth a look?

— [Your name]

The free re-edit offer is your most powerful opener. Take one of their existing videos, re-edit it the way you would
have done it, and send it over unprompted. Nobody says no to free value — and it shows your skill better than any
pitch.

PLATFORMS TO FIND EARLY CLIENTS (ALONGSIDE OUTREACH)
m Contra (contra.com) — zero commission, great for first gigs and portfolio building

m Upwork — competitive but strong for long-term retainer clients once you have reviews

m Fiverr — good for first testimonials; package your services clearly



m PeoplePerHour — solid for UK and Europe-based clients
m Video Husky / Vidpros — dedicated video editing marketplaces for flat-rate packages

m ProductHunt / IndieHackers — founders actively looking for freelancers

SECTION

G Landing Your First Client — Close, Deliver, Get Paid

The way you run your first project decides everything that follows — the testimonial, the referral, and whether they
come back next month. Be professional from minute one.
THE CLOSING PROCESS — STEP BY STEP

1. Discovery call 20 min. Ask: What type of videos? What platform? How often? What's the turnaround? Do you
have a style reference? What's the budget?

2. Send a proposal List deliverables clearly: number of videos, length, revision rounds, turnaround time,
format/specs. Include pricing.

3. Sign an agreement  Service agreement covers: scope of work, number of revisions, file ownership, payment terms,
and what happens if scope changes.

4. Invoice upfront 50% before you start for new clients. Always. Use a clean invoice with payment due date and
method.
5. Deliver a draft Share via Google Drive, Dropbox, or Frame.io. Always share a low-res preview first — never

wait to share a 'perfect' version.

6. Revise + finalise Stick to the agreed revision rounds. Deliver final files in the format they need (MP4 H.264 for
most platforms).

7. Ask for areview After delivery, ask for a Linkedln recommendation or written testimonial. This is your most
valuable asset after the edit itself.

WHAT TO CHARGE AS A BEGINNER VIDEO EDITOR

Reel / Short (30-60 sec) Rs. 500 — Rs. 1,500 $8 — $25
Talking-head YouTube (5-10 min) Rs. 2,000 — Rs. 5,000 $30 - $75
Podcast video edit (30—-60 min) Rs. 3,000 — Rs. 8,000 $45 - $120
Brand/product promo (30-90 sec) Rs. 3,000 — Rs. 8,000 $50 — $120
Monthly retainer (8 Reels/mo) Rs. 8,000 — Rs. 18,000 $120 — $270
Monthly retainer (4 YT videos) Rs. 12,000 — Rs. 30,000 $180 — $450

Retainers are the goal. One client paying Rs. 15,000/month for consistent editing is worth more than 10 one-off gigs.
Always pitch a retainer after the first project: 'l could do this for you every week — want to set up a monthly package?'



SECTION

o Resources, Templates & Playbooks — Your Full Toolkit

The right resources will save you hours every week and make you look like a seasoned professional from your very
first client interaction.

FREELANCEO COMMUNITY — YOUR HOME BASE
The Freelanceo Community (freelanceeocommunity.com) is built for GenZ freelancers across all skills. For video
editors, it has:

m Client service agreement templates (editable, covers video editing scope)

m Invoice templates with payment terms

Client onboarding questionnaire templates

Outreach DM and cold email scripts

Pricing guides and rate card templates

KPI reporting templates for retainer clients
m Playbooks for landing and managing your first 5 clients

- freelanceeocommunity.com — join free, download all templates

FREE ASSETS AND RESOURCES FOR VIDEO EDITORS

- Pexels Videos (pexels.com/videos) — free stock footage for practice and b-roll

- Pixabay (pixabay.com) — free stock video, music, and sound effects

— Mixkit (mixkit.co) — free music, sound effects, and video templates

- Epidemic Sound (epidemicsound.com) — royalty-free music (free trial, then paid)

- Motion Array (motionarray.com) — Premiere Pro and Resolve templates (free + paid)
- DaVinci Resolve LUTs (on YouTube) — search 'free cinematic LUTs DaVinci Resolve'
- Frame.io (frame.io) — free client review and approval tool (up to 2GB free)

- Kapwing (kapwing.com) — free online auto-captioning tool

DAILY TOOLS EVERY FREELANCE VIDEO EDITOR USES

DaVinci Resolve Primary editing and colour grading software Free
CapCut Fast short-form edits, auto-captions, mobile editing Free
Frame.io Client video review, feedback, and approval Free tier
Google Drive File delivery and client collaboration Free
Notion Project management, client briefs, content tracker Free
Loom Screen-record your edit walkthrough for clients Free tier
Kapwing Auto-captions, subtitle files Free tier
Apollo.io Lead generation and email finding Free tier
Mixkit Royalty-free music and sound effects Free
WeTransfer Send large video files to clients Free

PRO TIP: PICK A NICHE AND OWN IT



The fastest editors to get clients are the ones who specialise. Don't be a 'video editor' — be a "YouTube editor
for business coaches' or a 'Reels editor for D2C brands' or a 'podcast video editor." Niching makes your
outreach sharper, your portfolio more targeted, and your rates higher — because you're solving a specific
problem, not a general one.

Your next 7 days:

Day 1 —» Download DaVinci Resolve (free) and edit your first 60-second clip

Day 2 — Watch 3 videos from Justin Odisho or Casey Faris

Day 3 — Set up your LinkedIn profile with a showreel link in Featured

Day 4 - Post your first LinkedIn video or edit clip

Day 5 — Find 10 podcasters or YouTubers using Apollo.io or LinkedIn search
Day 6 — Re-edit one of their existing videos as a free sample

Day 7 - Send your first outreach DM with the free re-edit attached

Made for the Freelanceo Community - freelanceeocommunity.com - Share freely with anyone who wants to start freelancing.



